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(54) [Title of the Invention] FACSIMILE APPARATUS 

(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] 

To select one or more of a transmission management report, 
a reception management report, a one-touch registration list 
and so on of internal management information and transmit the 
selected one by polling in a facsimile apparatus having a 
polling transmission function. 
[Solution] 

In a facsimile apparatus 11 on the polling transmission 
side, a password and registration information ( indicating which 
document should be transmitted) of a polling document are 
recorded in a polling transmission information registration 
unit 24. When polling is requested, a communication control 
unit 21 performs confirmation in the polling transmission 
information registration unit 24. When internal management 
information is registered, a polling document generation 
request is sent to a conversion unit 22. The conversion unit 

22 expands data of an internal management information memory 

23 to a polling document memory 32, and then, the conversion 
unit 22 transmits the data by polling to a facsimile apparatus 
12 on the reception side from a communication unit 33. 
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[Claims] 
[Claim 1] 

Facsimile apparatus which has a polling transmission 
function and can store a transmission document, characterized 
by comprising registering means for selecting one or more of 
a transmission management report, a reception management report, 
a one-touch registration list, and so on of internal management 
information and registering the selected one as a polling 
transmission document, and transmitting means for transmitting 
the internal management information by polling when the 
internal management information is registered in the 
registering means. 
[Claim 2] 

The facsimile apparatus according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the registering means comprises a 
communication control unit which selects and controls one or 
more of the transmission management report, the reception 
management report, the one-touch registration list, and so on 
of the internal management information, and a registration unit 
for registering polling transmission information selected by 
the communication control unit and a polling password. 
[Claim 3] 

The facsimile apparatus according to claim 2, 
characterized in that the communication control unit comprises 
a controller for selecting and controlling the internal 
management information, confirmation of the polling password, 
and confirmation control of a document registered in the 
registration unit as a polling transmission document, a polling 
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document memory for storing a polling document, and a 
communication unit . 
[Claim 4] 

The facsimile apparatus according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the transmitting means comprises an 
internal management information memory for storing the internal 
management information, a conversion unit which retrieves the 
corresponding document from the internal management memory when 
the internal management information is registered, converts the 
internal management information into a polling transmission 
document, and copies the polling transmission document in the 
polling document memory, and a communication unit for 
transmitting the polling transmission document by polling, the 
document being outputted from the polling document memory. 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 

[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] 

The present invention relates to facsimile apparatus 
having a polling transmission function and, more particularly, 
to a polling transmission function of internal management 
information (a transmission management report, a reception 
management report, a one-touch registration list, and so on) . 

[0002] 

[Prior Art] 

Conventionally, in the case of such facsimile apparatus, 
when internal management information of the facsimile apparatus 
is requested on different facsimile apparatus, necessary 
internal management information is manually outputted once and 
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is stored again on the former facsimile apparatus, and then, 
the internal management information is transmitted to the 
different facsimile apparatus. 
[0003] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

However, in the above conventional facsimile apparatus, 
since it is difficult to automatically transmit internal 
management information to other facsimile apparatus, manual 
operations are required. 
[0004] 

The present invention is devised in view of the above 
conventional circumstances. Therefore, the present invention 
has as its object the provision of new facsimile apparatus which 
can solve the above defect resident in the prior art. 
[0005] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 

In order to attain the above object, facsimile apparatus 
of the present invention comprises means which selects one or 
more of a transmission management report, a reception 
management report, a one-touch registration list, and so on of 
internal management information and registers the selected one 
as a polling transmission document, and means for transmitting 
the internal management information by polling when the 
internal management information is registered in the polling 
transmission document . 

[0006] 

[Embodiment ] 
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Next, a preferred embodiment of the present invention will 
be specifically described in accordance with the accompanying 
drawings . 
[0007] 

Figure 1 is a block structural diagram showing one 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[0008] 

Referring to Figure 1, facsimile apparatus of the present 
invention is constituted by a communication control unit 21, 
a conversion unit 22, an internal management information memory 

23, and a polling transmission information registration unit 

24. Further, the communication control unit 21 is constituted 
by a controller 31, a polling document memory 32, and a 
communication unit 33. 

[0009] 

Referring to Figure 1, the operation flow of the present 
invention will be discussed below. 
[0010] 

First, in a facsimile 11 on the polling transmission side, 
polling transmission is registered. At this point, instead of 
additionally storing a polling transmission document, 
registration is performed in the polling transmission 
information registration unit 24 so that one or more pieces of 
internal management information (a transmission management 
report, a reception management report, a one-touch registration 
list and so on) are selected and transmitted by polling. 
Moreover, a polling password is also registered. 
[0011] 
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In order to know the internal management information of 
the facsimile 11 on the polling transmission side, a facsimile 
12 on the polling reception side requests polling transmission 
to the facsimile 11 on the polling transmission side. 
[0012] 

The communication control unit 21 of the facsimile 11 on 
the polling transmission side, to which polling transmission 
is requested, transmits to the polling transmission information 
registration unit 24 a request to confirm the polling password 
and a request to confirm a document registered as a polling 
transmission document. When the corresponding polling 
transmission document is internal management information, the 
controller 31 of the communication control unit 21 transmits 
to the conversion unit 22 a request to convert the corresponding 
internal management information into a polling transmission 
document. In response to the request from the controller 31, 
the conversion unit 22 copies the corresponding document for 
the polling memory 32 from the internal management information 
memory 23. To the communication unit 33, the controller 31 
transmits an instruction of transmitting a document of the 
polling document memory 32 . The communication unit 33 performs 
polling transmission to the facsimile 12 on the polling 
reception side. 
[0013] 

Next, referring to the operation flowchart of Figure 2, 
the operations of the present invention will be described in 
detail . 
[0014] 
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Referring to Figure 2, firstly in step SI, a polling 
password is registered in the polling transmission information 
registration unit 24. Then, in step S2, the controller 31 
selects a polling document and thus internal management 
information of step S3 is selected. 
[0015] 

Subsequently, in step S4, a polling transmission document 
is selected by the controller 31. The selection of the polling 
transmission document is performed by selecting one or more of 
the following reports and list: 

(1) transmission management report 

(2) reception management report 

(3) one-touch registration list 



The selection of the polling transmission document can be 
performed by inputting desired internal management information 
by using, for example, an inputting device such as a keyboard. 
[0016] 

The selection of the polling transmission document is the 
most notable characteristic of the present invention. 
[0017] 

The internal management information is selected as 
follows : 
[0018] 

1. When a transmission document not being promptly 
transmitted is left due to time designated transmission or 
re-dial call waiting — > transmission management report 
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Even when a sender goes out and thus a facsimile having 
actually performed transmission is apart, a transmission result 
can be confirmed by outputting a transmission management report 
from another facsimile. 
[0019] 

2. When a facsimile is used as an alternative facsimile — > 
a reception management report 

The reception history of the alternative facsimile can be 
confirmed by the original facsimile. 
[0020] 

3. When sharing is demanded on the contents of one-touch 
registration in a network — > a- one-touch registration list 

It is possible to refer to the one-touch registration list 
of a facsimile in the network. 
[0021] 

Subsequently, in step S5, polling transmission is 
requested by an external facsimile (the facsimile 12 on the 
polling reception side in the present embodiment of Figure 1) . 
[0022] 

Next, in step S6, the current information of the selected 
internal management information is expanded to the polling 
document memory 32. In step S6, the controller 31 converts the 
selected internal management information into a polling 
transmission document by the conversion unit 22 and stores the 
document in the polling document memory 32. 
[0023] 

Subsequently, in step SI, the polling transmission 
document stored in the polling document memory 32 is outputted 
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to the communication unit 33 and is transmitted to the facsimile 
12 on the poling reception side from the communication unit 33. 
[0024] 

When "normal" of step S8 is selected in step S2, the polling 
document set in the step S9 is expanded to the polling document 
memory 32, and polling transmission is performed to the 
facsimile 12 on the polling reception side as in the case where 
internal management information is selected via steps S5, S6, 
and S7. 
[0025] 

[Advantages of the Invention] 

As described above, by using the facsimile apparatus of 
the present invention, it is possible to select one or more of 
a transmission management report, a reception management report, 
a one-touch registration list, and so on of internal management 
information and register the selected one as a polling 
transmission document. Thus, only necessary internal 
management information can be obtained from different facsimile 
apparatus via polling communication without the necessity for 
a manual operation. 
[0026] 

As an example, when confirmation is demanded on whether 
or not transmission is positively performed for a transmission 
document not being immediately transmitted due to time 
designated transmission or re-dial call waiting and so on, in 
the case where facsimile apparatus having actually performed 
transmission is not present nearby, internal management 
information (in this case, a transmission management report) 
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can be received from different facsimile apparatus by polling, 
so that it is possible to obtain an effect of confirming 
transmission without the necessity for a manual operation. 
[Brief Description of the Drawings] 
[Figure 1] 

Figure 1 is a block structural diagram showing one 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[Figure 2] 

Figure 2 is a flowchart showing an example of the operation 
flow of the present invention. 

[Description of Symbols] 



11 . 


. . facsimile (polling transmission side) 


12 . 


. . facsimile (polling reception side) 


21 . 


. . communication control unit 


22 . 


. . conversion unit 


23 . 


. . internal management information memory 


24 . 


. polling transmission information registration unit 


31 . . 


. controller 


32 . . 


. polling document memory 


33 . . 


. communication unit 


41 . . 


. telephone line 
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Figure 1 

11 Facsimile on the polling transmission side 

12 Facsimile on the polling reception side 

21 Communication control unit 

22 Conversion unit 

23 Internal management information memory 
Transmission management report 
Reception management report 
One-touch registration list 

24 Polling transmission information registration unit 

31 Controller 

32 Polling document memory 

33 Communication unit 
41 Telephone line 

Figure 2 

51 Register polling password in polling transmission 
information registration unit 24 

52 Select polling document by controller 31 

53 Internal management information 

.S4 Select polling transmission document 

1. Transmission management report 

2. Reception management report 

3 . One-touch registration list 
(Select one or more) 

55 Request polling transmission by external facsimile 

56 Expand current information of selected internal 
management information to polling document memory 32 
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57 Polling transmission 

58 Normal 

59 Expand set polling document to polling document memory 32 
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Japanese Patent Publication No. 7-283930 

(54) [Title of the Invention] FACSIMILE APPARATUS 

(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] 

To select one or more of a transmission management report, 
a reception management report, a one-touch registration list 
and so on of internal management information and transmit the 
selected one by polling in a facsimile apparatus having a 
polling transmission function. 
[Solution] 

In a facsimile apparatus 11 on the polling transmission 
side, a password and registration information ( indicating which 
document should be transmitted) of a polling document are 
recorded in a polling transmission information registration 
unit 24. When polling is requested, a communication control 
unit 21 performs confirmation in the polling transmission 
information registration unit 24. When internal management 
information is registered, a polling document generation 
request is sent to a conversion unit 22. The conversion unit 

22 expands data of an internal management information memory 

23 to a polling document memory 32, and then, the conversion 
unit 22 transmits the data by polling to a facsimile apparatus 
12 on the reception side from a communication unit 33. 
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[Claims ] 
[Claim 1] 

Facsimile apparatus which has a polling transmission 
function and can store a transmission document, characterized 
by comprising registering means for selecting one or more of 
a transmission management report, a reception management report, 
a one-touch registration list, and so on of internal management 
information and registering the selected one as a polling 
transmission document, and transmitting means for transmitting 
the internal management information by polling when the 
internal management information is registered in the 
registering means. 
[Claim 2] 

The facsimile apparatus according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the registering means comprises a 
communication control unit which selects and controls one or 
more of the transmission management report, the reception 
management report, the one-touch registration list, and so on 
of the internal management information, and a registration unit 
for registering polling transmission information selected by 
the communication control unit and a polling password. 
[Claim 3] 

The facsimile apparatus according to claim 2, 
characterized in that the communication control unit comprises 
a controller for selecting and controlling the internal 
management information, confirmation of the polling password, 
and confirmation control of a document registered in the 
registration unit as a polling transmission document, a polling 
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document memory for storing a polling document, and a 
communication unit. ^ 
[Claim 4] 

The facsimile apparatus according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the transmitting means comprises an 
internal management information memory for storing the internal 
management information, a conversion unit which retrieves the 
corresponding document from the internal management memory when 
the internal management information is registered, converts the 
internal management information into a polling transmission 
document, and copies the polling transmission document in the 
polling document memory, and a communication unit for 
transmitting the polling transmission document by polling, the 
document being outputted from the polling document memory. 
[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] 

The present invention relates to facsimile apparatus 
having a polling transmission function and, more particularly, 
to a polling transmission function of internal management 
information (a transmission management report, a reception 
management report, a one-touch registration list, and so on) . 
[0002] 
[Prior Art] 

Conventionally, in the case of such facsimile apparatus, 
when internal management information of the facsimile apparatus 
is requested on different facsimile apparatus, necessary 
internal management information is manually outputted once and 
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is stored again on the former facsimile apparatus, and then, 
the internal management information is transmitted to the 
different facsimile apparatus. 
[0003] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

However, in the above conventional facsimile apparatus, 
since it is difficult to automatically transmit internal 
management information to other facsimile apparatus, manual 
operations are required. 
[0004] 

The present invention is devised in view of the above 
conventional circumstances. Therefore, the present invention 
has as its object the provision of new facsimile apparatus which 
can solve the above defect resident in the prior art, 
[0005] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 

In order to attain the above object, facsimile apparatus 
of the present invention comprises means which selects one or 
more of a transmission management report, a reception 
management report, a one-touch registration list, and so on of 
internal management information and registers the selected one 
as a polling transmission document, and means for transmitting 
the internal management information by polling when the 
internal management information is registered in the polling 
transmission document . 
[0006] 

[Embodiment] 
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Next, a preferred embodiment of the present invention will 
be specifically described in accordance with the accompanying 
drawings . 
[0007] 

Figure 1 is a block structural diagram showing one 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[0008] 

Referring to Figure 1, facsimile apparatus of the present 
invention is constituted by a communication control unit 21, 
a conversion unit 22, an internal management information memory 

23, and a polling transmission information registration unit 

24. Further, the communication control unit 21 is constituted 
by a controller 31, a polling document memory 32, and a 
communication unit 33. 

[0009] 

Referring to Figure 1, the operation flow of the present 
invention will be discussed below. 
[0010] 

First, in a facsimile 11 on the polling transmission side, 
polling transmission is registered. At this point, instead of 
additionally storing a polling transmission document, 
registration is performed in the polling transmission 
information registration unit 24 so that one or more pieces of 
internal management information (a transmission management 
report, a reception management report, a one-touch registration 
list and so on) are selected and transmitted by polling. 
Moreover, a polling password is also registered. 
[0011] 
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In order to know the internal management information of 
the facsimile 11 on the polling transmission side, a facsimile 
12 on the polling reception side requests polling transmission 
to the facsimile 11 on the polling transmission side. 
[0012] 

The communication control unit 21 of the facsimile 11 on 
the polling transmission side, to which polling transmission 
is requested, transmits to the polling transmission information 
registration unit 24 a request to confirm the polling password 
and a request to confirm a document registered as a polling 
transmission document. When the corresponding polling 
transmission document is internal management information, the 
controller 31 of the communication control unit 21 transmits 
to the conversion unit 22 a request to convert the corresponding 
internal management information into a polling transmission 
document. In response to the request from the controller 31, 
the conversion unit 22 copies the corresponding document for 
the polling memory 32 from the internal management information 
memory 23. To the communication unit 33, the controller 31 
transmits an instruction of transmitting a document of the 
polling document memory 32. The communication unit 33 performs 
polling transmission to the facsimile 12 on the polling 
reception side. 
[0013] 

Next, referring to the operation flowchart of Figure 2, 
the operations of the present invention will be described in 
detail . 
[0014] 
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Referring to Figure 2, firstly in step SI, a polling 
password is registered in the polling transmission information 
registration unit 24. Then, in step S2, the controller 31 
selects a polling document and thus internal management 
information of step S3 is selected. 
[0015] 

Subsequently, in step 34, a polling transmission document 
is selected by the controller 31. The selection of the polling 
transmission document is performed by selecting one or more of 
the following reports and list: 

(1) transmission management report 

(2) reception management report 

(3) one-touch registration list 



The selection of the polling transmission document can be 
performed by inputting desired internal management information 
by using, for example, an inputting device such as a keyboard. 
[0016] 

The selection of the polling transmission document is the 
most notable characteristic of the present invention. 
[0017] 

The internal management information is selected as 
follows : 
[0018] 

1. When a transmission document not being promptly 
transmitted is left due to time designated transmission or 
re-dial call waiting — > transmission management report 
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Even when a sender goes out and thus a facsimile having 
actually performed transmission is apart, a transmission result 
can be confirmed by outputting a transmission management report 
from another facsimile. 
[0019] 

2. When a facsimile is used as an alternative facsimile 
a reception management report 

The reception history of the alternative facsimile can be 
confirmed by the original facsimile. 
[0020] 

3. When sharing is demanded on the contents of one-touch 
registration in a network — > a one-touch registration list 

It is possible to refer to the one-touch registration list 
of a facsimile in the network. 
[0021] 

Subsequently, in step S5, polling transmission is 
requested by an external facsimile (the facsimile 12 on the 
polling reception side in the present embodiment of Figure 1) . 
[0022] 

Next, in step S6, the current information of the selected 
internal management information is expanded to the polling 
document memory 32. In step S6, the controller 31 converts the 
selected internal management information into a polling 
transmission document by the conversion unit 22 and stores the 
document in the polling document memory 32. 
[0023] 

Subsequently, in step SI, the polling transmission 
document stored in the polling document memory 32 is outputted 
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to the communication unit 33 and is transmitted to the facsimile 
12 on the poling reception side from the communication unit 33. 
[0024] 

When "normal" of step S8 is selected in step S2, the polling 
document set in the step S9 is expanded to the polling document 
memory 32, and polling transmission is performed to the 
facsimile 12 on the polling reception side as in the case where 
internal management information is selected via steps S5, S6, 
and S7. 
[0025] 

[Advantages of the Invention] 

As described above, by using the facsimile apparatus of 
the present invention, it is possible to select one or more of 
a transmission management report, a reception management report, 
a one-touch registration list, and so on of internal management 
information and register the selected one as a polling 
transmission document. Thus, only necessary internal 
management information can be obtained from different facsimile 
apparatus via polling communication without the necessity for 
a manual operation. 
[0026] 

As an example, when confirmation is demanded on whether 
or not transmission is positively performed for a transmission 
document not being immediately transmitted due to time 
designated transmission or re-dial call waiting and so on, in 
the case where facsimile apparatus having actually performed 
transmission is not present nearby, internal management 
information (in this case, a transmission management report) 
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can be received from different facsimile apparatus by polling, 
so that it is possible to obtain an effect of confirming 
transmission without the necessity for a manual operation. 
[Brief Description of the Drawings] 
[Figure 1] 

Figure 1 is a block structural diagram showing one 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[Figure 2] 

Figure 2 is a flowchart showing an example of the operation 
flow of the present invention. ' 

[Description of Symbols] 



11 . 


. . facsimile (polling transmission side) 


12 . 


. . facsimile (polling reception side) 


21 . 


. . communication control unit 


22 . 


. . conversion unit 


23 . 


. . internal management information memory 


24 . 


. . polling transmission information registration unit 


31 . 


. . controller 


32 . 


. . polling document memory 


33 . . 


. . communication unit 


41 . . 


. telephone line 



- 10 - 



JPA7-283930 



Figure 1 

11 Facsimile on the polling transmission side 

12 Facsimile on the polling reception side 

21 Communication control unit 

22 Conversion unit 

23 Internal management information memory 
Transmission management report 
Reception management report 
One-touch registration list 

24 Polling transmission information registration unit 

31 Controller 

32 Polling document memory 

33 Communication unit 
41 Telephone line 

Figure 2 

51 Register polling password in polling transmission 
information registration unit 24 

52 Select polling document by controller 31 

53 Internal management information 

54 Select polling transmission document 

1. Transmission management report 

2 . Reception management report 

3. One-touch registration list 
(Select one or more) 

55 Request polling transmission by external facsimile 

56 Expand current information of selected internal 
management information to polling document memory 32 
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57 Polling transmission 

58 Normal 

59 Expand set polling document to polling document memory 32 
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